
Connie Dinwiddie, who 

was happy for us to use 

her real name, was a 

FASCO employee until 

May 2009 when the plant 

closed.  Some of the 

jobs went to Mexico.   

 

FASCO gave employees 

the option of taking 

classes, both before and 

after announcing they 

were closing.  Connie 

and several of her 

friends had taken advan-

tage of the program to 

take computer courses 

before they knew the 

plant was closing.   

 

After the plant closed, 

she needed to get to 

work as quickly as possi-

ble, and for a boost of 

confidence, she went to 

her salon for a new hair 

style.  Her stylist recom-

mended that she go to 

Dreams to Reality for an 

interview suit.  The un-

employment office gave 

her the needed referral, 

and she found an interim 

job as a cook at the 

Miller County Jail.   

 

With the cooking experi-

ence gained at that job, 

Connie qualified for a 

better job cooking at the 

Miller County Senior Cen-

ter. When the Center Ad-

ministrator left, a position 

was opened in-house. 

Connie said, “I applied and 

took some of the confi-

dence I found at Dreams to 

Reality, and actually had 

success.” 

Connie’s new employment 

is in an office, where she 

gets to work with local 

seniors.  She finds great 

satisfaction in working with 

these extraordinary sen-

iors.   

 

With her children partici-

pating in school activities, 

Connie finds the Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 to 

4:00 job fits her family life 

perfectly.  She finally found 

what she was looking for.  

All she needed was a little 

help. 

The computer skills she 

learned through FASCO’s 

training program were 

essential for the Center 

Administrator position.  

Connie is now setting up 

meals for the homebound, 

assessing their needs and 

determining if they meet 

the requirements that de-

termine they are unable to 

drive.  She makes sure the 

center prepares meals for 

each senior with the right 

nutritional values and also 

inputs data to submit for 

reimbursements from the 

state and county. 

It’s been great!” Connie 

said, “It’s a great company 

and I have a future there.  I 

enjoy working with the 

elderly, to help them.  And 

I love Dreams to Reality.  

I’m glad to share my story.” 
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If you have never been to 

one of our sales you owe 

it to yourself to shop at 

our next sale, October 

28. While we cannot use 

every garment donated 

for our clients, we have 

found that we can sell 

them to raise funds , 

while giving the commu-

nity some great bargains 

on beautiful clothing at 

the same time.   

 

Why can’t we use all do-

nated clothing to outfit 

clients?  First, we get 

more donations than we 

have clients in some 

sizes.  Secondly, items 

that are too casual to 

support our mission, or 

sometimes too dressy 

are often donated. Your 

support of our sale 

would be appreciated.  

Boutique Sale 
October 28 
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Won’t you consider a financial donation? 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut here and mail with your check to address on page 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Name 

Street address 

City, state, zip 

E-mail 

Phone 

Please check the amount enclosed.

Yes, I want to help support Dreams to Reality! □ $1,000  

□ $500  

□ $200  

□ $100  

□ $50  

□ $25  

□ $10  

□ Other 

_______________

 

 

Thank you 
for your 
generosity! 

Donations to Dreams to Reality are tax 

deductible under IRS 501(c)3.  

News Shorts 

Thank you to Fried United 

Church of Christ, Pleas-

ant Hill Rd, Brazito, Mis-

souri for collecting clothing 

to donate to Dreams to 

Reality.  Thanks to Tanisha 

Happy for organizing the 

collection and delivering it. 

In the last issue, we failed to 

thank  the Association of 

Textile and Apparel 

Management organization 

from University of Missouri, 

Columbia, for helping once 

again with our inventory 

count. 

Can you Help? 

Items we need   

We need cosmetics, new and 

unused to give our clients a 

polished look for their 

interviews. 

As always we need suits, 

jackets, and pants, particularly 

in sizes 18 to 28. 

Volunteers 

We are currently seeking new 

volunteers for fund raising and 

inventory management.  Give 

us a call to discuss how you 

can help us help our clients 

become financially 

independent. 

Funds 

We always need funds to buy 

clothing or undergarments in 

sizes we are missing, ink and 

paper for our printers, and 

monthly bills. 

A word from Kristie Callaway, our Executive Director  

and report our business.  

We now examine elements 

of our business such as 

impact on clients, donor 

receipts and information, as 

well as client services to 

administration ratio.  We are 

also required to submit an 

annual audit.  This addi-

tional accountability in-

creases Dreams to Reality’s 

credibility with our commu-

nity.  Donors can be reas-

sured when they donate to 

Dreams to Reality through 

United Way (as well as the 

other 25 member agencies) 

that their donor dollars are 

being utilized to have the 

fullest possible impact on 

our community.      

The 2011 budget for 

Dreams to Reality is just 

under $52,000.  United Way 

allocated $12,000 this year, 

nearly 23% of our budget!  It 

is in large part because of 

As the record breaking heat 

of summer winds to a close, 

one of our most dedicated 

community partners, United 

Way, is gearing up for a 

record breaking season of its 

own.  The 2011 United Way 

Campaign officially has be-

gun and is off to roaring 

start.  The goal this year is to 

raise $1,630,000.  This is a 

$10,000 increase over last 

year.   

I would like to take just a 

minute and remind everyone 

what being a United Way 

partner agency does for 

Dreams to Reality.  We be-

came a United Way agency 

two years ago and since that 

time have noticed a huge 

growth spurt.  Being a United 

Way agency requires 

Dreams to Reality to track 

our United Way 

support that we 

are able to 

keep our lights 

on, doors 

open, and cli-

ents served. 

So when the weather 

breaks, days get shorter, 

and United Way signs pop 

up in front of businesses, I 

hope you will remember 

how lucky we are as an 

agency and a community to 

have a thriving United Way.  

I hope if you are asked you 

will consider participating in 

the United Way Campaign. 

In closing I would like to 

wish Ann, Theresa, Nancy, 

Tonya and the entire United 

Way organization the best 

of luck with this year’s cam-

paign.  You have 100% of 

our support here at Dreams 

to Reality!   

To learn more about how you can help, 
please visit the United Way website at http://
www.unitedwaycemo.org  and click on ñOur 
Campaignò. 

On May 26, friends of 

Dreams to Reality gathered 

to watch the last episode of 

Oprah.  Thank you to Cork 

and all gift donors including 

the sponsors of the “Live 

your Best Life” goodie bas-

ket awarded to a lucky 

guest. 

http://www.unitedwaycemo.org
http://www.unitedwaycemo.org
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Dreams to Reality 
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Volunteer form 

Phone: 573-681-WORK (9675) 
Fax: 573-634-8188 
E-mail: dreamstoreality@socket.net 

Open 10a-2p Tues & Thurs 

1st Saturday 9:00-11:00 Monthly 

A message from our Board 

Chairéé 

The tornados in Joplin and Seda-

lia and the flooding of the Mis-

souri River bring to mind just 

how quickly a life can change.  

One minute you may be living a 

prosperous life, and the next you 

may have nothing, and have to 

rely on the generosity of others.  

Any of us, but for the grace of 

God, could find ourselves in the 

same situation as the people we 

serve at Dreams to Reality and 

the other agencies that help the 

needy in our area.   

In fact, when you get to know our clients, you will find that 

most are a lot like the rest of us.  A quirk of Mother Nature; a 

fire, a death in the family; or a plant closing, as in Connie Dun-

widdieõs case, may be the origin of their financial issues.   

At this writing, we donõt know if flooding in the Jefferson City 

area will bring poverty to any who have not known it before.  

But itõs a pretty good bet that if that happens, this community 

will be there to help.  

     Faye Zumwalt  

Name 

Street address 

City, state, zip 

E-mail 

Phone 

Please check the volunteer job(s) that most closely 

suits your interest.

□ Fund Raising □ Phone Help 

□ Committee Chair/Member □ Alterations/Pressing 

□ Clothing Inventory Mgmt □ Clerical 

□ Personal Image Consultant □ Graphic Design/Public Affairs 

□ Makeup Consultant □ Web Design/Maintenance 

□ Grant Writer □ Pick up Supplies 

□ Hair Stylist □ Haul Clothing 

□ Cleaning/Maint of Building □ Other, use notes below 

Yes, I am interested in volunteering! 

Find Dreams to 

Reality on face-

book! 

LIVE 

UNITED 

We reserve the right to 

use donated items in the 

way that will best serve 

the mission of Dreams to 

Reality.  


